3/21/77 


Mr. Waynt Chastain 
Exchange Bldg., #512 
9 H. S»oond St., 

*‘«nptais. Term. 38105 

Dear Wayne, 

The letter you mailed the 16th awaited me this evening whan I returned from D.C. 

I appreciate the time you took and the detail, some of which 1 might wont to quote 
in the future. I'd like to take more tim in response but I'm more tired, have more to 
do and daily get farthur behind. 

I do not always succeed, sometimes I lean too far backward, but I do try to simplify 
and for the most pert it seems to work. * have in mind the foul lies passed around down 
there about *i±m and his wife. The stench of lane is all, over it. Few people know that 
Jim's wife is a radiologist. What is said about her can't be true. It ean have no baaLa 
justifying ?ven a suspicion. It la, in short, ax malicious fabrication. Jim had a black 
friend who is a oollege professor, he ks Is a large man, compared to me. And a very 
fine one compared to anyone. I know Mm a little. But they are not together all that 
often because they both stay busy and he is on a year of Sabbatical. Tne give-away on 
this stranger!* is interviewing livings ton at all, leave alone twice, on the case. Tou 
know Bob has never done any work or it and has no real knowledge of it. Be canSt even 
bullshit effectively about it. 

How on the allegations of charges against " , im, by suggestion on behalf of Griffin 
Bell and ever his representation of Bay, there is no possibility and the detail is un- 
Cactu&l. This detail is that the charges have been filed with the It does not work 
that way, barrister. Charges must be filed when the lawyer is a member of the bar. With 
**lm this would have to be the DC bar. The bar than Informs the members against whom 
charges have been lodged. Ray knows all there is to know about Jim and in detail what 
Jim has done to represent him. Jim asked to be relieved and the 6th circuit refused. 

It ordered him to continue. There is nothing that even a monster like Lane can torture 
into the unprofessional in anything w im has done and I think I have to have some idea 
of what he has done beoause we work closely together. 

In short, this is fabrication, total and deliberate fabrication. One of the reasons 
Lane is the obvious suspect is that he has been unprofessional. *ou have learned he is 
a liar. To call him no more than a liar ie to overkhelm him with praise. Us unprofes- 
sional conduct has to do in pert but id not limited to his going in to see another man's 
client without consul ting the case lawyer and the means by which he did this, ®y knowledge 
comas from ^ase's big mouth, from a place he had no reason to suspect * have friends and 
people who have seen through him. in fact from several places. Be boasts and blabs. 

I think I told you the Galt in LA 5 weeks after the crime oan t be credited. Now that 
you add the large black man I think I oan eee the basla for the fairy tale. This is for 
you only because I do not want to con tribute to the mythology. In the Mustang when it 
was wound was a scrap with the names of two woaam on it. The FBI checked this out a nd 
another nickname an the same scrap. The women claims not to have known or seen Ray and 
the nickname was rightly or wrongly but nit definitively attributed to a large black 
musician one of the women dated a couple of times. All of this was in the area around 
the St. fiends and those couple of bars. 

hary is very bright. I've never known her to fail to spread and enjoy rumor. She 
toes for the wild. 

I'm sorry you can^t tell me more. There are some confidences that are not real. 

®bi» fabricated malice la unreal and I do not think there is any reason to regard it as 
legitiaare because it is obvious malicious and baseless, it is probably some kind of 
disinformation operation in which you are being used. Nothing else in this story sounds 
straight, either. 

LBJ and kings you may see motive for an LBJ involvement in the killing, I do not. 
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But if you talk about motive do you not begin with at least 5*000,000 killorB? 

What you aay Reddick says is about what he told Les. *t may be precisely that, 
i was not there and memory is never perfect. 

Whan you report something as fact to me I have no questions. I have never known you 
to misrepresent fact. The problems develop with theories, interpretations ana meanings. 

I oust be the one who dropped the nagstive on Boll oaan because you now aay, in more and 
interesting detail, what you had bettors. X have no trouble accepting your represents** 
ticn of the kind of person he is as a person. However, he did do what he did do and he 
did fail to do what he failed to do. With his FBI experience he had to know a2 i the flaws 
in the official mythology. 

X may want to use the story of the false arrest of the we«k before the vfiolaenee. ± 
i t wae fueld awaiting the torch. If it enable honestly saying that he had done a good 
thing I would like to do that. 

1 may start writing a different boo* soon and might want to use this. I think- 
probably as the prelude to the riot* 

There are different Courtneys. I know of Aent and of Jerry* s silly effort with him 
and 1 had the report on the other Courtney v;hoee first name I doN't re cell, the Florida 
broadcaster one, on a y pre-Garrison work and not from IJja. 

So you have finally learned that Jane is what Howard Hoffman describes as a walking 
eneyclppaidia df misinfinustion. It I pay any attention to him I might want to use some 
of these virtuoso displays of ignorance because he is now making a bi^h thing c f *hat he 
calls hie early investigation, especially at the flop house, And didn t know the name 
of the manager? But why should he? fie claims Charles Stephens was the most astute of 
all the witnesses, 

I doubt be took the time to read "ee* articles. The west-coast branch of Upoff 
Associates had either them or the syndicated version. So Jsff w ohsn flew east to educate 
^ane. On fact he dies not educate easily. It is the rejection of a tissue transplant 
with him. (I once told **es that as an investigator “ark could not find pubic hairs in 
an overused and undercleanad whore house. **eab added "at rush hour.") 

I doubt there was much print press attention to the Somerset t-Sapp story which is 
not new. DanChris tensen printed all that and much more in Miami mag for 10/76. They 
merely fed it to CBS and then pretended to be aghast at the accurate la«irfn £ of their 
innermost secrets. Groat committee ! 

There have bean several long calls since 1 began this. I've not opened some of today's 
mail and there will be people here most of tomorrow. H is bedtime for one was was up 
bef ore 5, 

Jet me close with another simplification for you in your own thinking* the killers 
l&d to be those who were in f a position to set A ay up and were in a conspiracy with him. 

If ttgy your candidates can t meet either standard, forget them. 


Sorry about the typos. 


